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Dear colleagues,
I am pleased to be able to work with you all as the Lead Headteacher for the Manchester Schools’ Alliance. I
worked as a headteacher in Manchester for 10 years and over that time was delighted to see the progress
being made by our pupils across the city.
I commit one day a week as the Lead Headteacher and over the next academic year I hope to work with you
in our focus on school priorities and self-improvement. The MSA is keen to build on and develop the existing
groups that are already established as well as respond to key issues and the needs of it’s members. I am very
aware of the excellent practice that already exists in our schools and I look forward to hearing from you
about how we can all work together for the benefit of all of our children and young people. My email
address is m.cunningham@manchestesterschoolsalliance.co.uk if you need to contact me.
With my best wishes for a successful year for each and every one of you.
Margaret Cunningham
MSA Lead Headteacher

For those of you that have not yet joined, we
have finalised the MSA Offer for 16/17. From April
16, the MSA agreed to manage and fund the FFT
Aspire access for Manchester schools. To join the
MSA, it costs just £1 per pupil. For this, your school
gets full access to the FFT Dashboard (which costs
£325 to non-MSA members). Your school will also
be able to access a number of FREE places at
conferences, events and sessions throughout the
year, including those mentioned in this newsletter.
You will also receive representation at MSA
facilitated groups such as the Primary Strategy
Group, Safeguarding Strategy Group and Strategic
Education Partnership Board as well as access to
forums for debate around current education
issues
including
the
White
Paper
and
Academisation. For further information on the
new MSA Offer or if you would like to join, please
contact Lisa Jones on the details below.

The Primary Strategy Group are looking for new
MSA primary member headteachers to join the
group (particularly from the North District). The
group, consisting of around 25 primary
headteachers from across the city, meet on the
final Thursday of each month at Beswick Library.
As well as receiving regular updates from John
Edwards and other LA Officers, the group was
involved in a number of projects last year. These
included a number of schools represented at the
PSG becoming part of the ‘Off-Rolling’ Pilot which
gives schools the power to remove pupils from
roll. A Social, Emotional and Mental Health
Sub-group was formed from the meeting to look
at alternative provision options for primary
children and the new Director of Children’s
Services, Paul Marshall, has committed to attend
bi-monthly to work strategically with the heads to
improve the relationships and systems between
schools and Children’s Services. If you are
interested in joining the group, please contact
Lisa Jones on the details below.
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Upcoming Events & Opportunities

Thursday 3rd November 2016
Conference: 9am – 12pm AGM: 12pm– 12.30pm
The Waterside Hotel, Wilmslow Rd, Didsbury, M20 5WZ
Following the MSA taking over the management of the FFT Aspire data access this year and with the
release of the new KS1 & KS2 2016 dashboards, feedback from some members has been that it would
be useful to ‘re-launch’ FFT in Manchester. In response to this, FFT will be attending the MSA Autumn
Conference to develop understanding of the system and highlight the benefits to schools. Stephen
Turp, FFT LA Programme Manager, will be demonstrating the new dashboard, explaining the different
reports in the system, looking at the filters and indictors, as well as talking about the use of Student
Explorer and Collaborate and how to upload new pupils as they arrive at school. John Edwards, MCC
Director of Education & Skills, will also be attending to talk about the Manchester picture and where
we are as a whole in relation to outcomes/ data. The conference will then be followed by the MSA
Annual General Meeting at which the final report and financial statements for 2015/16 will be
available for viewing and at which members will be asked to get involved in making decisions for the
year ahead such as electing new directors for the Board. Places are FREE to MSA members and are
limited (with a maximum 2 per school) so
please book asap to avoid disappointment
by contacting Lisa on 0161 248 1589 or at
admin@manchesterschoolsalliance.co.uk

Manchester is lucky to have several National
Leaders of Governance already working within
our schools. NLGs are highly effective chairs of
governors who can support chairs in other
schools. This can include coaching and
mentoring, reviewing the responsibilities of the
governing body, action planning, supporting
academy conversion and advising on reviewing
headteacher performance. Each NLG has up to
10 days per year that they can provide this
support for FREE. If you have a new Chair who
may be interested in this coaching and
mentoring or if your current Chair likes the idea
of FREE support and advice (even if it is just a
telephone conversation) then contact Lisa at
admin@manchesterschoolsalliance .co.uk
who can signpost you to the right place.

The programme of events for governors, organised
in partnership with the Manchester Governors’
Association (MGA) and Manchester City Council,
continues in 16/17. Sessions are currently being
developed around RAISEOnline, safeguarding, pupil
premium and High Needs Funding as well as a
session for new governors and a conference in
February 2017. New to the programme this year are
the Governor Forums which aim to be a platform to
listen to governor voice across the city on current
issues and topics. All sessions are free to MSA
member schools as well as those schools who were
a member of the MGA before the 1st of September
2016. A full programme of events will be circulated
to schools at the end of September with details on
how to book. In the meantime if you require any
Further info contact Lisa
Jones at the email
address above.
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Upcoming Events & Opportunities

Thursday 13th October 2016
1.30-3.30pm, Irish World Heritage Centre
The Read Manchester campaign is underway in the city with a full programme of events planned for
the year. As part of the campaign, the National Literacy Trust are holding a series of network
meetings in Manchester. The MSA is supporting the NLT with this by facilitating the first meeting in
October. The meeting is aimed at Literacy Co-ordinators, Deputies and Headteachers and will focus on
the ‘Read on, Get on’ paper, the outcomes of the recent NLT survey in Manchester with a overall
picture of what reading looks like in Manchester. There will also be an opportunity for schools to sign
up for a book bench which can be decorated by the children at your school. For more information, visit
http://www.literacytrust.org.uk/schools_teaching/own_a_bookbench
If you would like to attend this event or would like any
further information about ‘Read Manchester’ please
contact Lisa at admin@manchesterschoolsalliance

Tuesday 28th February 2017
9-1pm, Irish World Heritage Centre
As we enter the second year under the new
assessments, we are hopefully in a better
position to understanding how they work.
Stephen Anywll who delivered ‘Assessment
Beyond Levels’ in Manchester in January
2016 is coming back to give us an update.
He will be looking at the impact of the new
assessment & accountability arrangements
from 2016 and recognising, evidencing and
monitoring pupil progress. More details will
follow later in the term but if you would like
to secure your place early (as places will be
limited)
please
contact
Lisa
at
admin@manchesterschoolsalliance.co.uk.

Wednesday 14th June 2017
9-4pm, Woodhouse Park Lifestyle Centre
Following the success of his session on reading in
June 2016, we have invited James Clements back
to Manchester to run a session on writing. During
the day, James will be looking at developing a
writing culture, creating a curriculum for writing
and effective strategies for teaching writing.
More details will follow later in the year but if
you would like to secure your place early (as
places will be limited) please contact Lisa at
admin@manchesterschoolsalliance.co.uk.
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FREE

EVENT

Hosted by

Whole-Curriculum
Subject Resource

Mastery: what does it mean
and how can we achieve it?
With research-based resources and rigorous teaching support from nursery to
Year 6, the Numicon whole-school approach enables all teachers to teach the
higher expectations of the 2014 National Curriculum with conﬁdence.
The Numicon approach, centred around three guiding principles: communicating
mathematically; generalizing; and making connections, allows children to
understand, conﬁdently explore and master abstract mathematical concepts and
ensures consistency in teaching and learning across the primary phase.
In this FREE half-day workshop we will:
O

 emonstrate how to track children’s mastery of key mathematical concepts and
D
progress throughout the year

O

E xemplify how this approach enables you to formatively assess mathematical knowledge
and understanding accurately

O

Clarify how Numicon meets all National Curriculum aims and objectives for every key stage

O

Illustrate how Numicon embodies the concrete, pictorial and abstract approach through
low-threshold/ high-ceiling activities

O

Show you how Numicon can help all your pupils achieve in mathematics

Date and time:

Monday 28th November, 13:30-16:30 (registration from 13:00)

Venue:

Irish World Heritage Centre, 1 Irish Town Way, Cheetham Hill,
Manchester, M8 0RY

Link to book your place:

https://numiconmanchester28november2016.eventbrite.co.uk

Further details

Numicon has
transformed the way
I teach maths.

Who should attend: Head Teachers, Senior Leaders, Maths Subject Leaders.
How many places are available: One place per school.
Refreshments: Tea and coffee will be provided free of charge.

Mary Jalland, Teacher,
Westquarter
Primary School

Numicon is…
maths mastery for every child

web www.oxfordprimary.co.uk
email oxfordprimaryevents@oup.com

tel
fax

01865 686715
01865 313472

